A_profound love of Aizumi Town
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Mayor of Aizumi Town
Hideo Takahashi
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Greetings from the Mayor

Aizumi Town was established through a merger of Aizono Village and Sumiyoshi Village in 1955.At the time of the merger, the community was a
flourishing agricultural village whose core industry was farming as made possible by taking advantage of our exceptional environment.

Against the backdrop of subsequent economic growth, the population rapidly grew as the town managed to attract companies, develop residential
zones, open expressways, and amass large-scale commercial facilities. Today, we are home to 35,000 people, making us the most populous town
or village in Shikoku.This has all been made possible by the prodigious efforts of our ancestors.

Of all the local municipalities across Japan, Aizumi is the only one whose name begins with ai [character for indigo].While indigo cultivation and the
production of indigo dye had long since been discontinued, the town embarked on efforts to revive this industry in 2019 and is now able to carry out
everything from the cultivation of indigo leaves to the production of indigo dye in an integrated manner.

In addition, the Aizumi Town General Culture Hall, a symbol of intergenerational and interregional exchanges, was inaugurated in November 2019.
Aizumi will continue evolving further as a town rich in culture where people lead lives full of flavor.

In commemorating the sixty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of our town, we are publishing this town fact book as a way of expressing our
appreciation for all concerned parties and stakeholders.It is our sincere hope that all residents will feel fortunate to be living in this town and
become even more attached to our hometown of Aizumi.
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A gala performance to mark

the opening of the

General Culture Hall
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‘\ Take a tour of the General Culture Hall with virtual reality! ,’
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A sense of excitement over new exchanges
that will come into being at this location

Distinctive for its bright and open spaces, this two-story aboveground hall
features a main hall, as well as systems to accommodate all sorts of
cultural activities. This facility also houses a Aizumi Town Local Health
Center and other administrative offices and can be used as an evacuation
site in the event of a disaster.

H INTR— )L 2nd Hall



DR RA04D N T 5O R

DR BaANIk—uEr: PP
PRIV NN ERE SRS Y, 1

Mot 32° EEXR oS K \_ _
ReoFRHSH N ° # ¢ : & ,mﬂ
L4 ._.

Al

B
(UIBERE EAVEYS

R0~ BR AU E B 0 407 JE 4D &
O T § 6~ 5 0 R KE S B S
P L5 042° 10y
SYUEE S EHE IR UK
MR RUNNLISOW S L 0
LASROEI S 22 0om6.032°
HESCH KM 4 B
WO RANIR—RULERQC
RS R UL L2 EF Y
et IQERR ECH
WD - HAA I — D
ASS At )0 D RIS

ISSSFCIRTTE S

Imbuing future encounters with

hope and yearning
| was given the honor of selecting a piano to

be installed in the General Culture Hall. |
opening of this facility with the hope that this
piano would be loved by the people of
Aizumi. It is my heartfelt wish that this facility
will serve as a wellspring of happiness and

gave a gala performance to mark the
energy for everyone in this town.
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In January 2020, | was able to give
a long-cherished local performance
at this General Culture Hall. | would
like to continue providing all of
Tokushima with plenty of
opportunities to see and
experience kyogen (acts of Noh
comedy) while using Aizumi as a
base for these activities.
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| choreograph runway walks @nd other
elements for the Indigo Collection fashion
show. | would love to showcase the new:
aspects of indigo and Aizumi thfoughthe
production of collaborations thatigo beyond
the framework of a traditionaiffashion
show, such as by organizifig-dance
routines and performances by BEROIMES
wearing indigo costumes and clotfing
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Ai-Tokushima logo mark
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Captivating the world with a beautiful color

A town living together with indigo

The appeal of indigo, whose profound beauty captivates people, has not wavered over time.

Indeed, the color has been adopted for the jerseys of the national soccer team of Japan and
for the official emblem of the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games. The deep,

beautiful color of indigo has become the representative coloFofSapaRNn both name and
reality as Japan Blue. In 2019, Awa,the hometown of indigo -viSit thesSUpremesblue that dyed

Japan- was formally recognized as a Japan Heritage site.
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Indigo flower
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It all began with a deep love of indigo

Indigo was originally valued around the world as a highly effective
medicinal herb. It has also been clearly positioned as a dye, and the
beauty of the different shades produced through a painstaking
process of repeatedly dyeing fabric with indigo has captivated people

and been deeply loved for a very long time.

During the Warring States period, the production of indigo gained

Tokushima Domain, the indigo dye produced in Awa came to be called

momentum. Thanks to the protection and fostering of indigo by the
hon’ai (natural indigo) and cornered the national market for indigo.

Flooding of the Yoshino River rendered the soil in Tokushima more

fertile and allowed for greater cultivation of the plant from which indigo

dye is obtained. The indigo plant that grew here yielded an indigo dye

known as sukumo, which was shipped to Edo and elsewhere in Japan
using vessels departing from the Yoshino River. Even today, most
indigo dyes that are used in the country are produced in Tokushima.

The belief that Tokushima is the foremost home of indigo has been

cemented over a long history.
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Harvesting
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Cutting the leaves
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Composting / Turning
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Sukumo is completed
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Local vitalization. Cooperator
engages in the production of indigo.
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Indigo workshop
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Shozui Lion Dance Preservation Society
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Deepening affection for one’s hometown
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Spinning a tale that transcends time
The story of hometown Aizumi

Shozui was the political, economic, and cultural center
of Awa in medieval times and was where the
Hosokawa clan, whose head served as the local
military governor during the Muromachi period, set up
their headquarters, as did the Miyoshi clan, which later
took over Awa Province. When the Hachisuka clan,
which was bestowed dominion over Awa in 1585,
established its castle in Tokushima, the temples and
shrines standing in the town of Shozui were relocated
to land near Tokushima Castle. The age of prosperity
in Shozui had come to an end.

The excavated remains of Shozui Castle, which was
believed to have been the site of the Miyoshi clan’s
headquarters, yielded a glimpse into the prosperity of
the Miyoshi clan, and included the remnants of a garden
and buildings attached to this garden and the
tools used in tea ceremonies and with
incense. Shozui Castle Ruins were
designated a national historic site in 2001
and now constitute a historic park.
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History cards
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Deepening affection for one’s hometown
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operators and entrepreneurs in the town.
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The townscape of
Kahoku Town
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Gifts consisting of
local specialty products
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RELHERDES>TVET, The bonds that deepen through diverse

exchanges are this town’s treasures

Aizumi participates in a wide variety of exchanges, the accumulation of
which has forged deeper and stronger bonds with others. These exchanges
include those cultivated by traditional industries with Kahoku town,
Yamagata Prefecture, those that energize participants through sports and
recreational activities, and those that flourish through tourism.
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Town Residents’ Day

Aizumi Sports Festival
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Sports and recreational activities
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Children’s gym lesson
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Interacting with people
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International exchange barbecue

Rose Festival

Smiley Marché
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Enriching the town’s unique
approach to childcare and

education in response to a wide

range of needs

FELRBE—ADED

EEPrRRDORIR. 25
t93=—XICHBTE
L5 . REFDHK

FELTWET,

TREFELD

CHEDORR

D

Breathtaking vistas
for every season
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Living in Aizumi, a place brimming with love
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Various types of information
concerning administrative
matters and safety are
delivered via Ai Mail
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Have fun staying healthy with the
Yume Waku-Waku Walking Points Card program
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An extensive range of sporting options
for children and adults
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with ease thanks to the development
of an interchange and ring highway
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The Kodomo Hagukumi Medical Costs Subsidy
Program has been expanded to cover individuals up
to their eighteenth birthday
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Opening a center providing comprehensive
support for the childrearing generation
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A zone for fully equipped commercial
facilities also offers products
produced by local industry
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Fifth Aizumi Town Comprehensive Plan ° E:A_I‘
Aizumi Town has formulated its fifth Aizumi Town . _'_,_:_: =
Comprehensive Plan, which paints a picture for the future E E—E _%IL ':'
of a town steeped in the color of its people. Accordingly, S
the town is w:rking on various projF:ectiJ in accordar?cye TEE Iilil

with five basic principles.
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Courses in
history and culture
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People / Suku-suku FEL FETIXENRR
(growing in good health) / Aizumi SR E DTS

Aizumi aspires to be a place where the community works e
~E . e
together to raise its children and where even adults can EEFE - XEORE
experience daily growth through lifelong learning, sports, < \ =
i’ v ¢ J 9P HERR—Y OIRE
and cultural activities.
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Outstanding medical institutions
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Iki-iki salon
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Feelings /

Iki-iki (vigor and vitality) / Aizumi
Aizumi aspires to be a place where residents can live with

vigor and vitality in the community while receiving health,
medical, and welfare services and support.
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Community-wide cleaning

activities undertaken
at the same time
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Life /
Kira-kira (brilliantly) / Aizumi

Aizumi aspires to be a place where the infrastructure for
transportation, waste disposal, the supply of water, and
sewage treatment is fully developed and where the
whole community is proactively prepared to prevent and
deal with disasters, crimes, and accidents.
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Work /
Hatsu-ratsu (exuberance) / Aizumi
Aizumi aspires to be a place where its fertile land, water EEDRE
resources, and proximity to Tokushima City and an BHILEDIRA

airport can be harnessed to continue creating high
valued-added products and services.
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Counter services

MRO=—XIGAR A
2 R SELEBED

C NN EHISEDTVET, Q)
< ? t g L F @ Wy A% " E% °
o 4 H]l\
EopTROS Sty @ D
T op®@m s w2 <
cudhalpr oo (g T <
%(%biiyﬁ%ﬁgkij{m
L U R N A ) N
2T g o W g TE 00 *3
LR 3 gy r Rk, 3 4
TH B 2 LUk T (
R SN 54 T ®y 3 L
oo oy gy B .
PR IS BN Bl % e

{ 3 1 Momoc om T

b ¥ R A oS N

Connections /| Waku-waku (excitement) / Aizumi

Aizumi aspires to be a place where residents can connect
with and assist one another through a variety of N .
community activities and where a highly livable BEOEBH <D DHEE
community is formed through collaborative work carried B ATEOE S

out by residents and the local government.
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The local council and government administration

The Aizumi Town Council convenes four times a year for regular
meetings and holds extraordinary meetings from time to time to pass
budgets, enact ordinances, and deliberate on matters that concern
the lives of residents. The town hall, which features an open glass
atrium, provides various services to meet the diverse needs of local
constituents.
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Council chamber
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Aizumi Town map
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Four seasons of Aizumi

O FER O OARED
OED/NTEDINQ

O TEMRRG

O KPEHKANE®
QLEHNE

[ E{0¥A0)

QDN TELN
@H\W-LOVE: 7R T 1 AILD
@ 509 IHTAER
QHANYSY Y KE®
O THFEDHEO
@LED T 1 b7y SO




29

] PE
Ak ¥
¢t 2
y ® 2
D f @
Yo% 5
SN >
{ g
b L\ =

L
i A
: #l
X
5O

&
0\ e (S A ) R ZF 0% A o I OF T 0 3 [IE o 3

HLDI U

Ainosuke

E#EIT60AFEZRLZ XL TERSIN
FERRAAY N Fv 509 —EFHDHE
BT EEBEEBERLTCWIEBRANE
F—77TY,

PR

N CHTAIRE D

information

Fom A g
E L\ *% ,ﬂ: PA1
B> b g 5
5 n & 2
£ wm L %
Aw o3
S 21 %
T ; b L
L\
B2 w
U S
5 R e
= 9 % 4
4 ° L )
g o 3
~ L
b IN T
b 5 5
v, o
iy

Town Charter
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Town tree:Camphor
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Town flower:Chrysanthemum
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